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Mike Hughett won 
the Oklahoma Golf 
Association Stroke 

Play Championship in 1986 at 
Tulsa Country Club. In 2022, 
36 years later, he won the OGA 
Mid-Amateur Championship 
at Hillcrest Country Club in 
Bartlesville. He was 63 and then 
the oldest winner of a Mid-
Amateur Championship in any 
state’s history.

In between, he won 22 oth-
er OGA championships (see 
chart), including seven four-
ball titles with a partner. His 
24 overall OGA titles are by far 
the most by any individual, well 
ahead of Joe Nick with 11.

His sustained excellence ex-
tends well beyond the state 
borders as well. He has been a 
force in national amateur cham-
pionships, winning the 2018 
and 2020 Dixie Senior Amateur, 
the 2019 Baltusrol Invitational,  

the 2021 Woodyard Senior Invitational and coming 
in top-five in numerous others. He has competed in 
17 USGA championships, reaching the round of 16 in 
both the USGA Senior Amateur and the USGA Mid-
Amateur championships.

All reasons Hughett is becoming only the second 
strictly amateur golfer to be inducted into the Okla-
homa Golf Hall of Fame during the Nov. 12 ceremo-
ny at Southern Hills Country Club. He joins Charlie 
Coe, the legendary life-long amateur from Norman 
who was generally recognized as one of the top few 
golfers in the country, even though he never turned 
professional.

Coe could have been one of the world’s best profes-
sionals had he so chosen.  Hughett is not that, but is 

a golfer who, after a self-de-
scribed mediocre college ca-
reer at Oral Roberts for three 
years and Nebraska for one, 
kept his passion for the game 
and the competition, kept 
practicing and never gave 
up the belief that he could 
improve. He maintained his 
strength and flexibility and 
by the time he turned 50 in 
2009, it was over for his fel-
low seniors. Hughett won 14 
OGA senior championships 
in the next 12 years, includ-
ing seven victories in the Se-
nior Stroke Play and three in 

24 OGA titles, 
17 runner-up 
finishes and 
counting

by ken macleod
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Mike Hughett could serve up quite a champions dinner with the 24 plates he 
has collected for winning OGA events.

Hughett's won 
the Nebraska 
State Ama-
teur in 1977, 
cheered on by 
brother Bryan.



AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2023 • GOLF OKLAHOMA    29    WWW.GOLFOKLAHOMA.ORG

NOVEMBER 12 • SOUTHERN HILLS COUNTRY CLUB

the Senior Amateur (match play).
What are the keys to Hughett seemingly 

getting better each year?
“At 6-1, he’s got a tremendous arc,” said 

his instructor, PGA professional Pat Mc-
Tigue of Meadowbrook Country Club. 
“Plus he has tremendous hand-eye coordi-
nation and fast-twitch reflexes. He’s never 
had any major injuries or surgery and his 
back has held up. And he’s just a tremen-
dous competitor.”

Eric Mueller, who teamed up with 
Hughett to win the OGA Senior Four-Ball 
Championship in 2009 and 2010, marvels 
at his friend’s dominance since turning 50.

“He really peaked as a player at about the 
age of 50 and he’s been able to maintain it 

since then,” Mueller said. “The longevity 
and level of play for the amount of time 
that he’s done it is really amazing. But he 
loves the competition. His fundamentals 
have always been the best part of his game. 
Plus, he’s really talented.”

To dominate Oklahoma amateur golf in 
that fashion, it helps tremendously to have 
a few things, such as a good job with an 
understanding boss and an equally under-
standing wife. Hughett had all that in his 
long career at Nordam and wife Sherry has 
accompanied him to many of his out-of-
state tournaments, making mini- vacations 
out of the trips.

Hughett’s path to Oklahoma began in 
1963 when his father, a stockbroker from 

LaSalle-Peru, Ill., about 75 miles west of 
Chicago, was assigned by his firm to open 
an office in Lincoln, Neb. Despite not 
knowing the game, he joined Hillcrest CC 
in Lincoln, where 5-year-old Mike started 
hanging out, doing some caddying and 
learning the game.

He was playing tournaments by age 10 
and started shedding other sports and fo-
cusing on golf by age 14. As a sophomore, 
he missed the state championship after 
fracturing his thumb in gym class, then 
missed qualifying by a shot as a junior. He 
made the most of his lone appearance as a 
senior, winning the state championship. 
But he also won his club championship, the 
city championship and the Nebraska State 

2022 OGA  
Mid-Am Champion

2019 OGA Senior  
Stroke Play Champion

2018 OGA Senior  
Stroke Play Champion

2018 OGA Senior  
4-Ball Champion

2015 OGA Senior  
State Amateur Champion

2021 OGA Senior  
Stroke Play Champion
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Amateur by the time he was 18 and cap-
tured the attention of Oral Roberts coach 
Jack Higgins.

Hughett was at ORU as the school transi-
tioned from Higgins to a flirtation with leg-
endary Wake Forest coach Jesse Haddock 
to settling on Bill Brogden, who began 
building ORU into a national power, bring-

ing in Jim Kane, Joey Rassett and 
Bryan Norton in the fall of 1977 
and Bill Glasson in the spring of 
1978.

Hughett played three years at 
ORU, starting regularly and help-
ing ORU to top-10 finishes in the 
NCAA Championship before 
transferring to Nebraska where 
he finished his collegiate career, 
winning one event and earning 
his degree in accounting.

He and Sherry, whom he had 
met when she was working for 
the student paper at ORU, decided 
to move back to Tulsa upon gradu-
ation. Pro golf was not considered.

“I heard once from a friend 
that when Bill was discussing 
his great teams at ORU with 
Kane, Rassett, Norton and 
Glasson, someone asked him, 
‘didn’t Mike Hughett play on 
those teams?’ And Brogden said 
yes, but he wasn’t that good 
back then. He got better as he 
went on.

“I thought at first that wasn’t 
very nice, but then I realized he 
was right. I certainly did improve a lot 
from the player I was in college.”

That improvement didn’t come right 
away. As a young accountant with two 
young children in sons Rob and Matthew 
and later a daughter Allison, time for golf 
was scarce.

“I thought something’s got to change,” 
Hughett said. “And the first thing that’s got 
to change is I’ve got to make more money 
so I can do 
s o m e t h i n g 
about my 
golf game.”

He was 
hired by a 
client called 
Linear Films 
who also 
made him a 
junior mem-
ber at Tulsa 
C o u n t r y 
Club. That 
was in 1986 
and the 
State Ama-
teur was coming to TCC that summer. 
With the practice facilities at hand and 
some good instruction from  Dave Bryan, 
Hughett won the Stroke Play Champion-
ship by eight shots and lost to Kyle Flinton 
in the quarterfinals in match play.

After years of coming close – he lost in 
the finals at Dornick Hills to Kurt Nelson 
in 1987 when he three-putted the final 
hole – the State Amateur returned to TCC 
in 2001. Hughett’s game was peaking, as 
he won the OGA stroke play champion-
ship, mid-amateur championship and 
four-ball championship (with the late 
James Reid) in 2000. 

At age 42 and using a Ping Anser putter 
that was 
older than 
many of 
the con-
t e s t a n t s 
he was 
f a c i n g , 
H u g h e t t 
was three 
d o w n 
with three 
holes to 
play in his 
semif ina l 
a g a i n s t 
S t e v e n 
Rist, but 

birdied the last three holes to force a tie 
and won in a five-hole playoff. He then 
defeated Adam Wing, at that time a Uni-
versity of Arkansas golfer, in the champi-
onship match.

“Tiger had his slam and that was mine,” 

2001 USGA State Team Championship with 
Gary Cowan, left and Tripp Davis.

Hughett with David Duval 

Hughett en route to an OGA championship
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Hughett said. “Winning all four of the ma-
jor events the OGA puts on in 13 months 
was a great achievement for me.”

Even greater may have been his OGA 
Mid-Amateur victory at Hillcrest Coun-
try Club in Bartlesville. The Hughetts lost 
their youngest son Matthew to brain can-
cer earlier that year and Mike was play-
ing for him in a field that included nine 
former OGA champions. When he rolled 
in a 12-foot birdie putt on the first playoff 
hole against Harley Abrams and Austin 
Schmidt, Hughett’s fist pump was quickly 
followed by tears.

“This one was for Matt,” he said at the 
time. “I could feel him up there watching 
me and pulling for me. I had no doubt I was 
going to make that putt, none.”

Hughett’s record of being the old-
est player to win a state mid-am lasted 
only two days before 65-year-old Tom 
Brandes won the Washington Mid-Ama-
teur Championship. Knowing Hughett, 
Brandes’ record is not safe.

'Kirk Wright, one of the state's other 
top senior amateurs, has competed with 
and against Hughett on a state and na-
tional level. He has watched Hughett pull 
off all manner of shots with his usual 
calm demeanor.

"We were in a qualifier at Lincoln Park 
West and Mike hits a shot on the par-3 
right by the clubhouse," Wright said. "It 
goes in the hole. Someone in the clubhouse 
runs out and asks if he wants to have a 
certificate? Mike says no, that's okay. He 
asks if he's ever had a hole-in-one before. 
Mike says, yes, 13 of them. Like it was no 
big deal."

 "You might not know it from watching 
him but he's one of the greatest competi-
tors we've had out here," said former OGA 
Executive Director Mark Felder, who per-
fected his Hughett victory speech over the 
years from reptition. "He is going to be 
there in every tournament and not going to 
give you anything."  

In addition to his 24 victories, Hughett 
has 17 runnerup finishes including at least 
once in all seven OGA major events, a very 
Jack Nickklaus-like dominance.

"When I look back at the OGA titles, 
one of the things I'm most proud of is that 
I won and finished second in at least one 
of all seven OGA open, mid-am and senior 
titles," Hughett said. "I'm sure finishing 
second so many times inspired me to get 
better and eventually get the wins"

Now 65, Hughett may well add to what 
is already a Hall of Fame legacy.

5501 S. Yale Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma
918-496-6200

www.LaFor tuneParkGolf.com

South Lakes
9253 S. Elwood • Jenks, America
918-746-3760  www.SouthLakesGolf.com

“What happens under the lights, 
stays under the lights!” 

Oklahoma Golf Association
–  C H A M P I O N S H I P S  –

24 and counting

(Won all listed below)	 Venue
1986	 Stroke Play	 Tulsa CC
2000	 Stroke Play	 Indian Springs
2000	 4-Ball	 Cedar Ridge
2000	 Mid-Amateur	 Hillcrest CC
2001	 State Amateur	 Tulsa CC
2004	 4-Ball	 Tulsa CC
2006	 4-Ball	 Twin Hills
2007	 Mid-Amateur	 Quail Creek
2008	 Mid-Amateur	 Ponca City
2009	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Ponca City
2009	 Sr. 4-ball	 Dornick Hills
2010	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Oaks CC
2010	 Sr. 4-ball	 Tulsa CC
2011	 Sr. Amateur	 Gaillardia
2012	 Sr. Amateur	 Quail Creek
2012	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Meadowbrook
2015	 Sr. Amateur	 Hillcrest CC
2016	 Sr. 4-ball	 Twin Hills
2016	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Meadowbrook
2018	 Sr. 4-ball	 Indian Springs
2018	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Oak Tree West
2019	 Sr. Stroke Play	 Gaillardia
2021	 Sr Stroke Play	 Oakwood CC
2022	 Mid-Amateur	 Hillcrest CC


