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by ken macleod

If you drove by the 
eighth green at 
Meadowlake Golf 

Course in Enid on a sum-
mer evening in the early 
1990s, you might see 
three figures outlined in 
the dim glare of a car’s 
headlights, two small 
ones with putters in 
their hands.

That would be Stacy Prammanasudh 
and her older sister Kerrie, learning the in-
tricacies of putting on Meadowlake’s most 
undulating green under the watchful eye of 
father Pravat, known to everyone as Lou.

During the daytime it might be flop 
shots over the fence at the back of the 
driving range. Or pitch shots to the el-
evated 14th green after the final group had 
played through, learning to control spin 
and distance.

You can draw a direct line from those 
work sessions into Stacy’s Nov. 12 induc-
tion into the Oklahoma Golf Hall of Fame.  
She will be inducted in a class that includes 
Ron Streck, Morri Rose, Mike Hughett 

and Bo Wininger. Go to 
www.oklahomagolfhof.
org for tickets and much 
more information.

 Now married to hus-
band Pete Upton and 
mother to two active 
boys Ryp and Ryder, Sta-
cy is no longer consumed 
by golf. In the garage are 

the same clubs she used when she retired 
from a 13-year career on the LPGA Tour 
in 2013 to start a family. She was never an 
architecture or equipment geek, making it 
easier to step away. She played in an Wom-
en’s All Pro Tour event at her home club 
Indian Springs in 2022 on a lark to show 
older son Ryp what mom was known for, 
but to most there she is a terror on the ten-
nis court, not the golf course.

Yes, the competitive spirit that allowed 
her to embrace all of Lou’s interesting 
practice sessions is still there. It just has 
different outlets. 

Lou grew up outside of Bangkok, where 
he would watch enthralled from a hill out-
side the gates as others played the game, 
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far too poor to play himself. He emigrated 
to the United States at the age of 25 and 
after stops in New Jersey and California, 
found his way to Oklahoma, where he 
went to business school at Phillips Univer-
sity in Enid, got a job at George E. Failing 
Co. and met and married 
Stacy’s mother Brenda.

He also taught himself 
to play golf by reading 
golf magazines at the old 
nine-hole Phillips course 
in Enid, where he once 
had a hole-in-one and a 
double eagle in the same 
round. But when Kerrie 
and Stacy came along, he 
transferred his passion 
for playing into teaching 
his girls.

Five years older, Kerrie 
had a fine junior career 
and went on to be the No. 
1 bag for Southwest Mis-
souri State, now Missouri 
State in Springfield. Stacy 
was allowed to play in her 
first tournament at Forest 
Ridge when she was nine. 
She remembers the field as 
four players and three got 
trophies. She finished last.

“That was all it took,” 
Stacy said. “I just got 
smoked and I said I’m not 
doing all this for nothing. 
I want one of those tro-
phies. That spurred it on 
and from then on I was 
down for all the practice. 
I was lucky that I had my 
big sister Kerrie to com-
pete with, we would play 
for Cherry Limeades or 
ice cream. “

Stacy and Lou had 
plenty of arguments, 
but they worked it out. 
The trophies also began 
to pile up.  The family 
didn’t have the funds for 
AJGA or USGA events, 
so Stacy started winning 
everything on a state level, including five 
consecutive WOGA Junior Championships 
and nearly every high school event she en-
tered, including three of four state cham-
pionships. As a junior, she lost by a shot to 
Wendy Martin, who went on to play at the 
University of Oklahoma.

“My coach came up to me before my 
second shot on 18 and asked if I wanted to 

know where I stood. I said yes and he said 
you have to hole this. I hit it to about two 
inches. Her dad was having a heart attack.”

During many of those events, Pram-
manasudh had started to notice that leg-
endary University of Tulsa coach Dale Mc-

Namara was a frequent 
spectator. It wasn’t a fore-
gone conclusion that she 
would attend TU, but the 
full ride offered was com-
pelling. Arizona women’s 
coach Rick LaRose told 
her he would make her 
the next Marisa Baena, 
exactly the wrong thing 
to say to the fiercely inde-
pendent Prammanasudh, 
who didn’t want to be the 
next anyone.

Stacy had been granted 
playing and practice privi-
leges at Oakwood Coun-
try Club by long-time pro-
fessional Tim Mendenhall 
and that helped her con-
tinue to develop her pitch-
ing, chipping and putting 
skills. McNamara was im-
pressed by her dedication 
and competitiveness. She 
did throw Stacy a curve-
ball by retiring between 
her sophomore and junior 
years, but when daugh-
ter Melissa (Luellen) was 
named her successor all 
was well.

“I thought for a second 
I was going to have to 
transfer, but then Melissa 
was hired and her record 
speaks for itself. If you’re 
a former national cham-
pion and going to play on 
the LPGA Tour then come 
back and coach, you’ve 
got some information to 
share.”

“It took me about one 
day to realize how good 
she was,” said Luellen, a 
2019 Oklahoma Golf Hall 

of Fame inductee. “Her dad taught her the 
discipline of working on her short game 
and it was so good. I remember in an early 
tournament Suzie Fisher shot 78 and went 
to the range to hit drivers. Stacy told her 
you don’t need to go hit balls, you need 
to putt.  I told Suzie from then on that 
whatever Stacy was doing in practice, she 
should do as well.”
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Father, caddie and mentor Lou.
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If there was any doubt about her lo-
cal success translating to a larger stage, 
her collegiate career erased that.  She was 
a four-time first team All-America, won 
10 of 44 events, one shy of Nancy Lopez’ 
school record and was a three-time West-
ern Athletic Conference Player of the Year.  
On a national stage only Lorena Ochoa of 
Arizona, who went on to be world No. 1, 
consistently gave her fits.

Following her senior season she and 
Lou, benefitting from over $50,000 raised 
by Oakwood members, went on the Fu-
ture’s Tour, where she won twice and was 

named Player of the Year in 2003. She was 
fully exempt for the LPGA Tour for 2004 
and the following year picked up her first 
LPGA Tour victory, winning the American 
Franklin Mortgage Championship by three 
shots over Ochoa, gaining a small measure 
of revenge for all those runner-up finishes 
to her in college.

“When Stacy was ready to go pro, we 
had a lot of members who wanted to help,” 
Oakwood head professional Tim Menden-
hall said. “We raised the $50k in a couple 
of hours. She paid it back in two years and 
was on her way. We’re all so proud here of 

what she accomplished.
“No one worked harder than 

Stacy. We have girls here who 
ask what it takes. I tell them 
Stacy would pull up at 3 after 
school, chip for an hour, putt for 
an hour, hit longer shots, then 

play a few holes. And this wasn’t once or 
twice a week, this was seven days a week. 
We’ve had some great players from Okla-
homa but I would put right there at the top. 
She’s the best.”

Stacy won once more, the 2007 Fields 
Open in Hawaii. That year she represented 
the U.S. and helped the team to victory in 
the Solheim Cup. Lou remained her caddy 
until that year at which time husband Pete 
Upton took over. She retired in 2013 with 
over $3.5 million in career earnings, 30 
top-10 finishes and a lifetime of memories.

Life on the road for LPGA players can be 
far from glamorous. Driving, sharing houses, 
practice, making time for family.  Stacy had 
close friends such as Angela Stanford, whom 
she first competed against in the Texas-Okla-
homa Junior, and Katie Futcher, who played 
from 2006-14 before going into coaching. 

“Stacy is down to earth and she’s not go-

Finishing runnerup to Sheila Dills in the 1995 WOGA State Amateur.Sheila Dills, Stacy, Dale and Melissa McNamara.

Signing autographs, studying the next shot and sharing her secrets.
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ing to sugar coat anything,” Futcher said. 
“She’s the kind of friend you’re lucky to 
have. And though you’re living out your 
dream, the Tour can be one of the loneliest 
places in the world, particularly if you’re 
going back to an empty hotel room. Having 
Stacy and Lou or Pete, Angela and having a 
house and a support system is a lifesaver.

“She was always up for anything, shop-
ping, hikes, whatever. Let’s Go is still her 
mentality. We have an annual ski trip every 
year now in Montana and ask Stacy to tell 
you about the first time she went down the 
mogul hill. She was covered in white, but 
she was game.”

Stanford said she related to Stacy from 
the time they met.

“We were from similar modest back-
grounds and cut from the same piece of 
cloth,” Stanford said. “No one ever gave 
us anything. Players like her are pretty 
special. It’s one thing to win a lot locally 
when you don’t have those advantages, but 
then to move on and be successful against 
everyone in the country in college, then at 
the pro level where everyone is elite. Stacy 
is special. She was always showing up and 
being super competitive. She made me bet-
ter and I appreciated it.

“Now that she is no longer on tour we 
still have a friendship that will last forever. 
Whenever we talk it’s like we pick right up 
where we left off.”

Her life now is filled with the boys’ ath-
letic endeavors – which at this time do not 
include golf. She teaches fitness classes and 
has become a skilled tennis player. 

Golf? After only playing in a few scram-
bles over the past few years, Stacy finished 
tied for 13th in the field of hungry young 
professionals in the WAPT event. She still 

has it. She’s 43 now, in two years she’ll 
be eligible to play in Legends of the LPGA 
events. There’s no reason to think she will. 
Unless one of those trophies catches her eye.

She is and always will be a competitor. 
She is a rarity among Oklahoma women 
over the past 30 years in having had a suc-
cessful LPGA Tour career. Kendall Dye 
played parts of five seasons. Before that, 

it was her coach Melissa McNamara who 
played the LPGA Tour from 1990-2000 and 
won once. 

“I’m very proud of her,” said Lou, now 
85. “She worked very hard. She listened to 
her daddy. Not all the time. She has made 
it to the LPGA Tour and now to the Hall of 
Fame. When she put her mind to it, she can 
do anything.”

Signing autographs, studying the next shot and sharing her secrets. With caddie and husband Pete Upton, TU coach Dale McNamara and in action on the LPGA Tour.


