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Morri made his mark

Taylor Moore

BY KEN MACLEOD

or 22 years, Morri
P Rose has poured his
heart and soul into
making sure junior golfers
in Oklahoma had a tour
that would sharpen their
games and provide a path-
way to collegiate scholar-
ships and beyond.

In creating, nurturing and
developing the Oklahoma
Junior Golf Tour, he is large-
ly responsible for trans-
forming Oklahoma into one
of the nation’s great success
stories of junior golf. The
QJGT, with full fields and
extensive waiting lists, rou-
tinely draws entrants from
Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas
and even Nebraska, states
that do not have junior
tours to match its quality.

Oklahoma Golf Hall of
Fame 2021 inductee David
Edwards of Edmond was
the state’s last high school
player to earn first team All-
America honors in college,
doing so at Oklahoma State in 1978,
until OJGT graduate Kevin Tway did
at OSU in 2011, a 33-year drought.
Since then, look at the parade of tal-
ent coming out of Oklahoma, and
specifically, the OJGT.

An estimated 500 OJGT
members have earned col-
lege  scholarships since
Rose began the tour out of
his house in 2002. Notable
graduates include profes-
sional golfers Robert Streb,
Tway, Taylor Moore, Talor
Gooch, Max McGreevy,
Austin Eckroat, Logan McAllister,
Quade Cummins, Mason Overstreet,

Yujeong Son
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Ryan Hybl

Kevin Tway

Morri Rose with Jenni Roller.

Davis (now a top amateur) and many
others at various stages of their careers,
an incredible litany of success for any
state, let alone one with a population of
barely four million.

The current roster of the Oklahoma
Sooners, annually one of the
nation’s top collegiate squads,
is built on OJGT kids. On the
current team are Drew Good-
man, Jaxon Dowell and Jake
Hopper, with the state’s top
high school star Ryder Cowan
signed to join next fall.

“I truly give the OJGT and
Morri credit for allowing a
program like ours to get so many great
Oklahoma kids,” said OU coach Ryan

Charlie Saxon, Hayden Wood, Ian Hybl. “Every year, going back to Charlie

Quade Cummins

Mason Overstreet  Chatlie Saxon

Saxon, our first Oklahoma
recruit. We’ve had Kyle
Lewis, Max McGreevy,
Griffin Pierce, Brad Dalke,
Thomas Johnson, Quade
Cummins, Lane Wallace,
Logan McAllister, Dowell,
Goodman, Hopper and
Cowan. We owe a lot to
Morri and the foundation
he’s put in place. The pas-
sion that he’s put into that
tour, the effort to improve
each and every year, the
love that the kids have for
Morri, he’s just been super
impactful and influential
on our kids.”

It’s not just boys who
have gone on to the pro
ranks. Anya Alvarez and
Yujeong Son have reached
the LPGA Tour while oth-
ers such as Kaitlin Milligan
and Sydney Youngblood
have played professionally.

“It was all about Morri
and the tender loving care
he put into that tour,” said
Mike McGraw, former
Oklahoma State and cur-
rent Baylor coach who has spent many
a fall day recruiting players at OJGT
events. “They didn’t have to travel the
country, didn’t have to spend thousands
of dollars to sharpen their games.”

Rose, a golf nut himself who was
good enough to play collegiately and
reached the 1973 Trans-Mississippi
Amateur quarterfinals at Prairie Dunes
before losing to Gary Koch, is popular
because he shares his love not just with
players bound for fame and fortune, but
also those whose goal may be the five
bag at their high school.

Now 71 and battling a variety of nag-
ging physical ailments, Rose recently
announced that 2023 would be his final
season running the OJGT. That sound
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you hear rolling across the state is the collec-
tive groan of every junior golf player and par-
ent in Oklahoma.

To say Rose will be missed
might be the understatement of
the year. From former players
and parents, the outpouring of
love and gratitude has already
been overwhelming and is just
getting started.

“In my family, we all adore
him,” said Maggie Roller, whose
children James and Jenni played OJGT
events from the time they were eligible until

Jaxon Dowell

Mike Holder

Ryder Cowan Hayden Wood

turning 18 and receiving college scholarships
to Texas Tech and Tulsa, respectively. “He
always makes all the kids feel like
they are the most important per-
son in the tournament. The kids
know that he loves them and he
does what he does because he
loves them. I've never met a more
tender-hearted person.”

Perhaps it’s not surprising that
the genesis of the OJGT Tour goes
back to a conversation Rose had
with Mike Holder when Rose’s son Dayton
was a Cowboy golfer and Holder was his

Griffin Pierce

Cameron Meyers  Lane Wallace

coach. Rose asked Holder, why he didn’t
recruit more Oklahoma players and the al-
ways prescient Holder told him having a
place to compete in the fall would be a huge
benefit in developing Oklahoma players
worthy of recruiting.

Rose, who was winding down a career
as a grade school teacher and principal and
later a teacher and golf coach at Midwest
City High School, took Holder’s suggestion
to heart and started the OJGT. Helped with
logistics by long-time friend Kenny Carson
and Dan Butler, he also got the crucial sup-
port of Oklahoma City pros Steve Carson

"HE'S DONE SO MUCH FOR JUNIOR GOLF"

BY KEN MACLEOD

he announcement by Morri Rose

that he would be retiring after 22
years of running the Oklahoma Junior Golf
Tour elicited reactions from former players,
parents, coaches, pros
and more.

Sydney Youngblood of
Durant, former Univer-
sity of Oklahoma golfer
who is now head men’s
and women’s golf coach
at East Central University
Sydney Youngblood  in Ada:

“Morri is an absolute sweetheart. He
says time and again, you are all my kids
and he meant it. He’s a legend. Playing
OJGT against Yujeong Son, Kaitlin Milli-
gan, Shaebug Scarberry gave me the confi-
dence to go play in AJGA
and USGA events. He
was absolutely crucial in
that. Oklahoma is losing
a really special guy.”

Mike McGraw, head
coach at Baylor Univer-
sity, former head coach at
Oklahoma State:

Mike McGraw
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“I get sentimental about this because I
recruited and helped coach his son Dayton
at OSU. He has done so much for junior
golf and the kids know it. I watched Ry-
der Cowan at this year’s Red River in Ard-
more, he had already signed with OU and
had nothing to gain by being there. He was
there for Morri.

“In a football state like Oklahoma, he
gave the kids somewhere to compete in the
fall and changed the way kids looked at the

: game. There was no lon—
ger this long off season.”

Ken Carson, Morri’s
longtime assistant and
brother of former Lincoln
Park head professional
Steve Carson:

“The pros support-
ed the OJGT from the
start. Tee times were slow on Saturday
afternoons due to football. But the bonus
they didn’t realize was how many parents
would rent carts. It turned out to be a great
two days for the courses.

“We did everything out of the trunk at
the beginning. We had no computerized
scoring, no website. The local pros would
help and then when we got with the OGA

Ken Carson
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it took it to another level.

“Right from the start coaches knew
what this meant. Mike McGraw would be
out there early watching the kids warm up.
And T knew (OU coach Ryan) Hybl was se-
rious when he showed up
during an OU-Texas foot-
ball game.”

Logan McAllister, for-
mer OU All-American,
currently on the Korn
Ferry Tour:

“There are tons of guys
from Oklahoma who
have played professional or college golf at
a high level. I think if you ask any of them
who had the biggest impact on their career,
one of the first persons they would all say
is Morri.

“For a state like Oklahoma, he’s a huge
reason why we’ve been so successful. As
far as a population to actual people playing
golf for a career, we’ve got to be near the
top of the list.

“From when I was 12 and we met, he
knew who I was and was invested in what
I was doing. He wasn’t just someone who

Logan McAllister

See Morri on page 17
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(Lincoln Park), Alsie Hyden (Lake Hefner)
and Larry Flesner (John Conrad in Midwest
City), who liked the idea of guaranteed tee
times on weekend afternoons while many
golfers were off watching the Sooners or
Cowboys play football.

Rose learned the ins-and-outs of tourna-
ment management not only from running
the OJGT, but from running events for 10
years (1998-2007) in the winter on the Fu-
ture Collegiate World Tour, a former rival
to AJGA with his events mostly in Arizona
or California. He started working for them
as a trade to allow Dayton to play, then
stayed with the group after Dayton moved
on to OSU.

His background as an educator taught
Rose to treat each child with respect, dig-
nity and love. But his true motivation to do
right for others goes much deeper. Wheth-

Running the board

Morri Rose with his Oklahoma team at the Red River Challenge at Dornick Hills

er it’s his 30 years in education or the 22
with the OJGT, Rose has strived to help
others throughout by remembering the
second chances and tough love he received
at just the age that many begin playing
competitive golf.

“I was no angel as a child,” Rose said, not-
ing that his father Dayton died of a massive
heart attack at age 39 and his grandfather
Oscar stepped in to help his mother Mar-
garet raise him. Rose and his brother David
landed in hot water for an incident at the
nine-hole Midwest City Municipal Course
(now Hidden Creek), and he had to work

James Roller, Parker Rose and Morri Rose.
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grueling hours in the hot sun for the school
district to raise $2,000 to pay back golf pro
Eddie Abbott for damages.

“Eddie was a good man and he and my
grandfather taught me a lot of values,” Rose
said. “Everything I've done since has been to
help pay back the chance they gave me. As
my grandfather said, everyone can make a
mistake and atone for it, if you do it a second
time that’s stupid and that’s not going to fly.

“When I signed my letter (to play colle-
giate golf at Oklahoma City University), Ed-
die came to me and said, ‘Congratulations,
you’ve traveled a short road time wise but
a long road in life. Now you’ve benefitted
from golf and don’t ever forget to help oth-
ers do the same.” And that’s what I've tried
to do ever since. Really my entire life has
been an effort to atone for that.”

Rose ran the OJGT from his house for

Ken Carson at his side every year.
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MORRI cont. from page 15

runs the events and gives out trophies.
He genuinely cared about every one of
us. I really appreciate what he has done.
He gets a huge thank you from me.”

Sam  Humphreys,
played collegiate golf
at Tulsa and UMKC,
now co-host of the
73rd Hole Podcast and
works for The Sports
Animal:

“The thing about
Morri that I respect so
much is he will call you
just to catch up and see how you’re doing.
He doesn’t forget about you when you’re
done playing OJGT. And I would argue
that without the OJGT, Oklahoma golf
would not resemble what it is today. He
gave me an opportunity to learn how to
compete and learn how to win before go-
ing out to play AJGA or national events.

“And the Red River Challenge was ev-
eryone’s favorite event. (For) the banquet
the night before he would bring in great
speakers. A lot of us bonded at those
events. Morri fostered a lot of friendships
that are strong today.”

Maggie Roller, golf

TR I

Sam Humphreys

instructor at Cedar
Ridge CC, parent of
OJGT players James
and Jenni:

“I've had two kids
play for him and they
would both do any-
thing for him. He text-
ed me last week and
makes me feel like I'm the greatest teach-
er on earth. He just has so much care and
concern and it was always genuine. The
culture that he instilled, all those kids
love each other and, for my kids, their
best friends are players they met on that
tour. He loves each kid and does what he
does because of that.”

Below are just a few of the comments
that flooded in on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter for Morri Rose when he an-
nounced his retirement on www.gol-
foklahoma.org

Maggie Roller

Debra Leone Scarberry

Morri Rose IS OJGT,
but also a great man. He
became like a member of
our family. We came to
love him as well as look
up to him. This will be
a huge hole to fill and he
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will be greatly missed. Congratulations
and we love you!

Jeanne Snider
Gregston

You were such a bless-
ing to all the junior golf-
ers. Thank you for in-
vesting in our kids.

Jeff Stevens got it
r1ght Take the letters of OJGT, mix
them up and change one out and it spells
Morri Rose.

kg Susannah Stanton
There is no one who
can match the love Mor-
ri has for junior golfers!!
He’s simply the BEST!!!
Thank you, Morri, for
loving every player as if
they were your own!

Jade Staggs

Morri, thank you for pro-
viding a place a kid like me
could compete and make a
name myself. I can’t ever
repay you for what you did
for me, the kind words, be-
lieving in me.

Patty Coatney

Morri you molded so
many and touched their
lives in such a positive
way! Hope your next
venture is a good one!

Jill Andresen Cowan

He’s a legend! He will leave some
big shoes to fill. Not
sure anyone else will
have the heart for the
kids like Morri, but I
sure hope so, because
he truly has changed
lives. We were so lucky
to have spent time with
OJGT on his watch! Congrats Morri.
We love youl

Patti McDonald Otto

Morri did so much for
Jr Golf -- so much be-
hind the scenes as well.
Morri, made it fun for
everyone, top to bottom
! Our son Payton would
have never had the ex-
perience and opportunity for college golf
without him.
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Christy Lankford
Dowell

A legend in our midst!
I feel so honored to have
been a part of junior golf
when Morri was at the
helm. It’s a blessing just
to know him. We will miss him! Fairways
and greens.

ﬂ\“ﬁ Joe Eldredge
Morri Rose is Okla-
~ ” homa Junior Golf. The
young men and women
he has influenced and
cared for is simply unbe-
lievable. Job well done
Morri. Thank you for ev-
erything you did for Melissa Eldredge. You
will be missed.

MaryAnne Jackson
Morri Rose is truly one
of a kind. His dedication
and love of junior golf has
been a blessing to our fam-
ily. We think the world of
i him and thank him for his
commitment that has made such a differ-

ence for so many. We love you, Morri!

FENCE CONSTRUCTION INC,
Residential & Commercial

(405) 616-9203

Dak Tree National Golf Course

17



RETIREMENT

11 years before former Oklahoma Golf As- both of which made it even more highly
sought by juniors who could, for a fraction ited Rose with much of their success and

sociation Executive Director Steve Eckroat

Two prominent graduates who have cred-

asked him to join forces. That bond has con-  of the cost of AJGA events, stay home and who have supported Oklahoma junior golf
tinued and grown stronger during the tenure face fierce competition in well-run events financially are Gooch and Moore. Gooch

of Mark Felder, who
announced his retire-
ment from the OGA’s
helm last fall.

The OJGT started
as a series of four to
six events in the fall
in Oklahoma City,
but soon spread to the
eastern part of the state
as well and also added
events in the spring.
The season-ending
Red River Challenge
at Dornick Hills in Ar-
dmore against a team
from the Texas Junior
Golf Tour has always
been a highlight for all
the kids and this year’s

final event with Rose will likely draw play- that honed their competitive skills.
ers from past squads to pay their respects to

Rose.

from the American Junior Golf Association, side and under par for the girls.

The OJGT has grown to where waiting lists up to 50 players is not unusual.

began a sponsorship
of the OJGT last year,
while Moore has spon-
sored the OGA Junior
Amateur Champion-
ship for several years.
The two are having
conversations  about
what they might do
together in the future
to support junior golf
once the new leader-
ship team is in place.
“He is the face of
Oklahoma junior golf
and has meant so
much to me and so
many others,” Gooch
said. “I think I was
10 years old when I

played in my first event and here we are 21
It didn’t take long for scores to begin years later and he’s still going strong. I'm so

dropping and scholarships to be dangled. happy for him to be able to move into the
As the tour grew it began to earn ranking It’s unsurprising to see winning scores for 36 next chapter in his life but it’s definitely the
points from Junior Golf Scoreboard and stars  holes be double digits under par on the boys end of an era.”

M Are

“There’s been a lot of great players but I

' 'mpacting Lives

Through Golf
southcentral.pga.com
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think Gooch and Moore are the two fierc-
est competitors we’'ve ever had in the
OJGT,” Rose said. “It took me about two
tournaments of being around them to
see that. Moore I think I first saw at Oak
Tree when he was about 12 and all these
older boys were throwing money at him
because he just skinned them out on the
course.”

Jay Doudican works the OJGT events
with Morri, doing the computerized
scoring and sending results to media and
golf organizations.

“Nobody is more of an advocate for ju-
nior golf than Morri,” Doudican said. “He
wants everyone to succeed. And when
they do, when a guy like Talor Gooch or
Kevin Tway goes on, it just benefits ev-
eryone involved with the OJGT. It just
shows this is the best of the best, com-
peting and succeeding and going on to
the next level.

“He has a unique relationship with the
kids. We give them the business and try
to keep it light so it’s not always a grind.
The transformation of the tour over the
past decade has been amazing. The scores
they shoot today . . . incredible. And we
had waiting lists of up to 50 players for
some events last year.”

Atlanta Athletic Club -
Riverside Course

Redesign - 2022

Johns Creek, Georgia
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