2023 OKLAHOMA GOLF HALL OF FAME

Streck did things his way

BY JOHN ROHDE

ongtime friend and fellow PGA

touring pro Mike Reid said a lack

of fear might be most responsible
for Ron Streck becoming a 2023 Oklaho-
ma Golf Hall of Fame inductee.

Streck’s remarkable hand-eye coordina-
tion that helped him routinely excel from
100 yards in — most notably from green-
side bunkers and putting surfaces — didn’t
hurt, either.

“He has this uncompromising fearless-
ness,” Reid said. “He faces life at every
level like that. I'm glad our ages coincide
so we could share so much together.”

To help illustrate Streck’s courageous-
ness on the course, Reid shared a story of
what he witnessed on the slopes of Utah.

While visiting Reid’s home state, Streck
thought he would try skiing for the first
time. For two days, Streck learned how to
make slow, deliberate turns necessary for
all beginners in the best interest of safety.

“Then Ron suddenly said, ‘Screw this,’
and became Downhill Racer,” Reid re-
called with a chuckle.

30. A little farther downbhill, “a large Samo-
an man wearing a cowboy hat and making
slow, meticulous turns” began to crisscross
in Streck’s path, according to Reid.

Fortunately, there was no collision, but
one of Streck’s skis scraped across the tips
of this mountainous man, who clearly was
not pleased and immediately gave chase.
All that stood between a runaway Streck
somehow being able to stop were two
waist-high ropes used to guide skiers to-
ward the chairlift. Behind the ropes was
a 3-foot mound of snow from a freshly
plowed parking lot.

Streck hit the second rope and came to an
abrupt halt “like a fighter jet landing on an
aircraft carrier,” Reid described.

Reid and the Samoan arrived on the scene
expecting to find Streck writhing in pain.
Instead, he was flat on his back, laughing.
“That was great!” Streck exclaimed to Reid.
“Let’s do it again!”

inger, Stacy Prammanasudh, Mike Hughett
and Morri Rose in the Class of 2023, which
will be inducted Nov. 12 at Southern Hills
Country Club in Tulsa. Tables are are on sale
at www.golfoklahoma.org for the sure to be
sold out event.

Born and raised in Tulsa, the 68-year-old
Streck was introduced to golf at age 3% by
his father, but it was in basketball where
the 6-foot Streck earned all-state honors as
a member of two prep championship teams
while at Cascia Hall.

“I was pretty good,” Streck admitted.

When he concentrated on golf, Streck
pounded plenty of balls.

“I used to practice at Southern Hills
when there was a polo field there,” he said.
“They let me go out there. I had a shag bag
that had exactly 100 golf balls in it. I'd go
to 60 yards and I'd try to make it in the
shag bag. I'd turn the bag sideways where
I could make it. If I didn’t make one, I'd get
another 100 balls.

“I know I hit at least 1,000 balls one day
because [ couldn’t get anywhere near the
bag, and I know I hit that bag at least 10
times. I'd practice between 60 and 110 yards
as a regular routine for me because I could
tell that in college golf that was the scoring
distance. That’s also probably why I was a
really good putter because I spent so much
time on the putting green.

“Even as a young kid, I thought, ‘Well,
golly, putting is like 45-50 percent of the
game. I need to practice.” I don’t understand
these kids today who go out and hit drivers
for an hour and a half, then go putt for 10
minutes and go out and play. That doesn’t
make any sense to me.”

Streck excelled at the University of Tulsa
(1973-76), where he competed as an individ-
ual all four years in the NCAA Champion-
ships. Streck won four of his seven events
as a senior, was a four-time All-Missouri
Valley Conference selection and twice was
the MVC individual medalist while leading
Tulsa to second-place finishes in 1975-76.
He was inducted into the TU Athletic Hall
of Fame in 1997.

Streck credits Oaks Country Club in Tulsa
for his stellar sand play.

“It's just because I grew up at Oaks,”
Streck said. “There’s 105 bunkers there and
I was always in them as a kid, so I thought
[ better get pretty good at it. Part of being a
good putter is being a good bunker player
because you aim to hit every one close (to

the hole).”

During the second round of the 2008 3/M
Championship at TPC Twin Cities on Sat-
urday, July 19, 2008 in Blaine, Minnesota.

Streck went from performing well-
controlled turns left and right to heading
straight down the mountain with zero
intention of going in any other direction.

When Streck reached the crest of the first ~ Streck’s determined trek down that
hill, Reid estimated he was probably going mountain directly parallels his 60-plus years
20 mph. At the second crest, he was up to as a golfer and places him alongside Bo Win-
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Former longtime Oaks head pro Rick
Reed was Streck’s teammate for three
years at TU.

“Ron’s been awfully good at what he
does for a long time,” Reed said. “He’s
done it on all levels on all tours.
He kind of grew up at Oaks as
a young kid and he did win the
junior championship and all
that out there. His mom and
dad were here when he was in
grade school and junior high,
then moved over to Cedar Ridge
when he started college.”

While at TU, Streck was a =
roommates with noted swing
instructor Hank Haney:.

“From the first day on, he was our best
player and always was,” Reed said. “He
had really good hands. His golf swing
was good, but I don’t know if you’d ever
consider it textbook or anything like that
compared to today’s guys. He just had
great hands.”

After college, Streck and Mike Reid
became roommates for eight weeks on
the Australian Tour prior to competing
in the 108-hole PGA Tour Fall Qualifying
School in 1976.

Reid was the nation’s No. 7-ranked

Ron Streck
Freshman

amateur when he graduated from
Brigham Young. As an amateur,
Reid led the 1976 U.S. Open by
three strokes and was the only play-
er under-par after the first round at
the Highlands Course of
the Atlanta Athletic Club.
Streck and Reid fin-
ished right at the cut line
at Q-School (Top 24 and
ties) to earn Tour playing
privileges on their first at-
tempt. Streck qualified by
getting up and down from
a par-3 greenside bunker
on his final hole.
Appropriately  nick-
named “Milestone Man,” Streck
had several significant achieve-
ments in a pro career that spanned
35 years and 521 events on the PGA
Tour, PGA Tour Champions and
Nike Tour (now known as the Korn
Ferry Tour).
“He’s a great competitor,” Reid
said of Streck. “I always loved play-
ing with Ron. He’s just a marvel of

attitude and determination, and you com-

NOVEMBER 12 - SOUTHERN HILLS COUNTRY CLUB

Ron Streck of the United States drives off the tee
during the 110th Open Championship at Royal St
George's Golf Club in Sandwich, England, circa
J uly 1981. (Photo by Keith Hailey/Poppetfoto via Getty Images)

guy to play golf with. But he’s not the guy

bine that with the fearlessness he has. Just you want to face down in the last group be-

a great guy to hang around with, a great

cause you knew he wasn’t going to go any-
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where, even if he might not have his best
stuff. He’s just tough as nails.”

Streck’s first PGA Tour win came two
years after Q School at age 24 in the 1978
San Antonio Texas Open, where he fin-
ished one stroke ahead of 1977 U.S. Open
champion Hubert Green and Lon Hinkle.

Streck got up-and-down from a green-
side bunker on the 36th hole Friday to
barely make the final cut. He then had
one of the most prolific weekends in PGA
Tour history, shooting 63-62 in the final
two rounds. His 125 total set a tour record
for the final 36 holes, beating the previous
record of 126 owned by five players at the
time, one of whom was Ben Hogan.

“When Ben Hogan shot 126, he made
a comment that nobody’s ever break that
score for the last two rounds on tour be-
cause the courses are going to be too hard.
That’s what they told me that in the press
conference afterward,” Streck recalled. “I
thought, ‘That’s kind of cool” I'm in the
locker room and they’re fitting me for a
pair of cowboy boots (that go to the tour-
nament winner). The locker room atten-
dant comes up and goes, ‘Hey, Ron. Mr.
Hogan’s on the line for you. He’d like to
talk to you.””

Hogan: “Ron¢”

Streck: “Yessir.”

Hogan: “That was an incredible round. I
pretty much said no one would ever
beat that record. You won by a shot,
too. That’s even more incredible.”

Streck: “Thank you, sir.”

Hogan: “What kind of clubs do
you play with¢”

Streck: “I play with Wilson Staff,
sir.”

Hogan: “Well, it was good talking
to you.”

“Then he hung up,” Streck said
with a chuckle. “He just wanted
to know if I was playing with Ben
Hogan irons. What’s funny is that’s
what Mike Reid was playing with.”

Even funnier was Streck was
about to make an equipment change
and didn’t even know it at the time.

With his victory, Streck qualified
for the Tournament of Champions,

a field that consisted of only the po. Streck holds the

previous year’s winners and was
held at La Costa Country Club in
Carlsbad, Calif.

Soon after winning the Texas Open,
Streck was approached to start hitting some-
thing called a “metal wood” rather than per-
simmon woods.

“They looked like one of those aluminum
driving range clubs,” Streck said. “It was
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Young and featrless, Streck hits one close.

about 260 yards to the fence (at the end of
the driving range) in those days at La Costa.
Most guys were bouncing it into the fence.
Me and Lon Hinkle were the only ones hit-
ting balls.

“So I dropped one down on the bare

ground. The first one I hit flew into the
fence. I asked the guy who brought me the
clubs, ‘Is this legalé’ He says, ‘(Club inven-
tor) Gary Adams says it’s legal.” I hit a few
more and thought, ‘Man, this is cool, so I
put it in my bag like a 2-wood.””

trophy after the third round of the
Commerce Bank Championship at Eisenhower Park in
East Meadow, New Yotk on July 3, 2005.

It was on the second hole at La Costa
that year when Streck swung his first metal
wood in competition.

Playing alongside Lanny Wadkins, both
players hit their drive 250-260 yards off
No. 2 tee.

“Thad like 300 yards to the green and decid-
ed, ‘Well, I'll just hit this metal wood thing,”
Streck said. “I hit it and, of course, they're
real loud. Lanny’s standing about 30 yards
from me when I hit it. Lanny laid up with a
4-wood or something and is 80 yards short of
the green. I hit this club off the ground and
I'm like 10 yards short of the green.”

Wadkins couldn’t help but hear Streck
make contact and shouted, “What the
(bleep) was that¢”

The night before, Streck had spray paint-
ed the clubhead and wrapped fishing line
around the hosel “so it would look like a
club to me. It looked like it was 100 miles
away because the neck was so narrow.

“I started teeing off with it and was hit-
ting it 20 yards past Lanny. He said, ‘That’s
a (BS) club. That’s a cheating club.” I told
him, ‘Nah, it’s just having a rebound effect
off the face,” which it was.”

Two years later, Streck became the first
player to win a Tour event using metal
woods when he claimed the 1981 Miche-
lob-Houston Open.

In 1993, rather than risk getting into the
Buick Invitational in San Diego
as an alternate, Streck drove 173
miles dead east to compete in the
Yuma (Ariz.) Open, where he won
the first-ever Nike Tour event ever
staged.

When he won the 2005 Com-
merce Bank Championship on the
Champions Tour, Streck became
the first player to win on all three
pro tours. (He also won the 1983
Morocco Open, which later be-
came a European Tour event).

“What’s remarkable about his
career is he’s risen to the top at ev-
ery level he’s played,” Reid said.

Injuries limited his career after
the age of 40, after which he has be-
come a successful businessman in
many ventures. In 2016, he wrote
an instructional book entitled “Fo-
cus Golf with the Milestone Man:
The Mental Approach.”

Streck and his wife, Jody, have
three children. His youngest son is named
after former President Ronald Reagan.
Reagan Streck recently completed his col-
legiate career at Evangel University (where
Ron served as a volunteer assistant coach)
and got married May 26.
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